Burst-suppression pattern with unusual clinical correlates.
A 44-year-old man suffered a severe anoxic encephalopathy with rapid fatal outcome. His EEG prior to expiration showed a burst-suppression pattern (BSP) with occurrence of two previously unreported clinical features: spontaneous chewing movements during the burst and tonic posturing during the suppression phase. In coma the appearance of BSP in the EEG commonly implies a severe anoxic/metabolic insult to the brain with a grave prognosis. The pattern is considered to be interictal, except in cases presenting with myoclonic status epilepticus. Subtle intermittent movements of the eye, mouth and cardiovascular rhythm are uncommon and it is unclear whether these are epileptic events or not. This case indicates that the suppression phase can also have associated clinical signs.